
PhD Opportunity: Natural and human-induced changes in Australia’s tropical rainfall belt 

 
An exciting PhD research opportunity is open for a talented graduate student to study how Australia’s 
rainfall belts have fluctuated in response to natural and human-induced climate changes during the last 
millennium. This PhD research program will use coral geochemistry records from the eastern Indian Ocean 
to reconstruct changes in the extent of the tropics, and will also include the analysis of water isotope 
samples and assessment of climate model simulations.  
 
The project contributes to an integrated research program funded by the Australian Research Council 
through the Future Fellowship scheme. It is based at the Research School of Earth Sciences (RSES) at the 
Australian National University (ANU), under the supervision of Associate Professor Nerilie Abram. 
 
Graduates with a strong academic record (including Honours Class I and/or Masters) in Earth Sciences, 
Climate Sciences, Physics, Chemistry or an equivalent discipline are particularly encouraged to apply. 
Experience in (geo)chemistry, computer coding, palaeoclimate and/or academic writing are desirable but 
not essential. Applications for this PhD position are open to domestic and international students. 
 
The successful candidate will gain experience in a range of cutting-edge geoanalytical techniques available 
at ANU, have opportunities for fieldwork, and will participate in national and overseas conferences and 
workshops during their graduate program. 
 
 
About us: The Research School of Earth Sciences is the top ranked Earth and Marine Sciences department 
in Australia, and is ranked 12th internationally in the QS rankings. Prospective applicants can find out more 
about the graduate student experience and culture at RSES through our student blog, OnCirculation. 
 
The successful applicant will also be affiliated with the ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes 
(commencing in July 2017). The Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes builds on the highly successful 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate System Science and incorporates researchers at five Australian 
Universities, as well as partnerships with the CSIRO, Bureau of Meteorology and numerous international 
partners. Through the Centre, graduate students have access to specialised training programs, mentoring, 
winter schools, workshops and exchange opportunities. 
 
 
PhD program details: The PhD program will be administered through the ANU. It is expected that the 
successful candidate will have academic grades that are sufficiently high to secure a PhD living stipend and 
waiver of fees through the ANU. Further details on the university application process, including details on 
scholarships and fee waivers will be discussed with the successful candidate based on their individual 
circumstances.  
 
 
Applications: Expressions of interest should be sent to Nerilie Abram (nerilie.abram@anu.edu.au). Please 
include (1) a CV including the names of up to three academic referees, (2) a copy of your most recent 
academic transcript, and (3) a cover letter outlining your interest in the project, any past research 
experience, and relevant skill-sets.  
 
Applications will be reviewed beginning 20th February 2017, and the position will remain open until a 
suitable candidate is recruited.  
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